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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1925. 


Bank  House, 

WINSTER, 

30th  March, 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
SOUTH  DARLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gtnthmen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  for  your  approval 
my  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  the  Public  Health  within 
yaur  District  for  the  year  ending  Dece'nher  31st,  1925, 

Acting  in  accordance  with  instructions  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Hedth  I  shill  include  in  my  Report  references 
to  the  contents  ol  Reports  made  during  the  pa4  five  years. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions 
of  tlie  Oistrict, 

Tho  Area  of  tho  District  is  2007  Acres  all  of  which  is  land  It 
is  hilly  with  an  elevation  above  sea  level  varying  from  450  to  800  ft. 
The  soil  is  generally  li-^ht  and  })or‘ons,  i)ermitting  of  free  natnral  di-ain- 
age  everywher'e-  The  subsoil  in  the  higher  pirt  of  the  District  is 
formed  by  the  mountain  limestone.  In  the  lower  lying  area  of  the 
District  the  formation  gi\'es  place  to  the  yoredale  rocks  with  theii' 
accompanying  shales.  This  ])articular  formation  has  the  effect  of 
making  much  of  the  land  in  the  Distia'ct  unsuitable  for-  building  opera¬ 
tions  owing  to  the  liability  of  slips  occuring. 
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The  Rateable  Value  of  the  District  is  £4997. 

The  General  District  rate  stands  at  4^6  in  the  £. 

Liist  of  Adoptive  Acts. 

The  only  Act  adopted  by  yonr  Council  is  the  Infections  Diseases 
Prevention  Act,  1890, 

Occupations  of  ttie  Inliabitants. 

The  chief  occui)ations  are  Lead  Mining,  Gritstone  Qiarrying  and 
Farming.  All  these  occupations  are  healthy,  and  no  death  from  indus¬ 
trial  disease  has  been  recorded  in  the  District  for  thirty  years. 

Poor  Law  and  Relief. 

Foi  Pool'  Law  ])urposes  the  District  forms  part  of  the  Bahewell 
Union. 

The  sum  of  £170  19s.  lid.  was  spent  on  Relief  during  1925.  For 
1921  the  sum  spent  was  but  £88  3s.  Od. 

Gratuitous  Treatment  for  poor  ]»ersons  in  the  Distr-ict  is  also  pro¬ 
vided  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  Derby,  the  Devonshire  Hos|utal  Buxton, 
and  the  Whitworth  Cottage  Plospital,  Darley  Dale. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  population  at  Census,  1921,  was  740.  Estimated  to  the 
middle  of  1925  is  735. 

THE  DEATHS  in  1925  were  12  in  number,  which  is  eiiuivalenb 
to  a  Death  Rate  of  8.82  per  thousand  of  jiopulation — estimated  to  the 
middle  of  1925. 

THE  BIRTHS  were  11  in  number,  which  is  equivalent  to  a 
Birth  Rate  of  8-08  ])or  thousand  of  papulation — estimated  to  the 
middle  of  1925. 

Both  these  Rates  are  lowei-  than  us  'al. 

A  case  of  Tri[)lets  occurred  in  the  district,  but  the  infants  only 
sui'vived  foi'  a  few  hours. 

A))art  from  these  deaths  in  prematurely  bern  triplets  there  was 
no  death  in  infants  uiifler  one  yeai  of  age  in  the  District. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  tlie 

Oistrict. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  is  most  excellent  in  quality  and  ample  in  quantity. 

The  number  of  houses  connected  with  your  mains  is  188.  There 
are  no  houses  in  the  district  without  an  adequate  water  supply 
within  100  yards. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

I  have  had  no  complaints  about  the  condition  of  any  of  the  small 
water  courses  in  the  district. 

SEWERAGE. 

Under  this  heading  I  have  nothing  to  say  except  to  rey)eat  what 
I  have  said  in  many  previous  Reports — that  the  existing  system 
is  (][uite  adequate  for  the  needs  of  your  District. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Your  District  is  almost  entirely  a  Privy  Midden  one,  and  your 

Council  has  not  as  yet  adopted  any  scheme  of  Public  Scavenging 

♦  ’ 

Sanitary  inspection  of  tlie  Oistrict. 

Through  the  indisposition  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  his  Annual 
Report  did  not  reach  me  in  February  as  it  should  have  done,  Imt 
through  the  courtesy  of  your  Clerk  (Mr.  Taylor)  I  have  by  me  a  rough 
])roof  of  its  contents. 

Your  Inspector  made  a  total  number  of  296  Insjtections  during 
the  year. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  such  ])laces  in  your  District. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Public  Elenunitary  School  at  Cross  Green  (the  only  one  in 
the  District j  is  in  a  good  Sanitary  condition,  and  the  closets 
attached  to  it  are  kept  clean  and  in  good  order. 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  Register  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  has  been  duly  kept.  The 
number  of  Cows  kept  in  winter  time  is  212  approximately. 
All  these  places  have  been  duly  inspected  and  are  kept  in  good 
order. 

PUBLIC  BAKEHOUSES. 

There  is  one  in  the  District.  It  has  been  duly  inspected,  and  is 
kept  very  clean  and  is  thoroughly  Sanitary. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  is  one  in  the  District.  It  has  been  regularly  inspected  and 
is  kept  in  good  order. 

In  connection  with  your  Sanitary  InspeetoPs  work,  he  reports 
that  all  the  cattle  killed  have  been  young  and  of  good  quality 
and  that  all  meat  was  free  from  tuberculosis  disease. 


Prevalence  and  Control  over 
Infectious  Oiseases. 

One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  notified  in  Darley  Bridge — its  origin 
could  not  be  definately  traced.  The  case  was  removed  to  hitworth 
Hospital,  and  no  extension  of  the  outbreak  took  jilace. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

One  case  was  notitied  dur’ing  the  year*.  It  was  a  case  where  a  man 
had  acquired  the  disease  whilst  servirrg  in  the  Royal  Navy  from 
which  service  he  was  invalided  thr'ough  its  occurr-ence,  coming 
to  live  with  r-elatives  in  South  Darley  orr  lieing  discharged  as 
unfit. 

No  Deaths  in  the  District  were  certified  as  being  due  to  this 
disease. 


Maternity  and  Ciiild  Welfare. 


There  is  a  Certified  Midwife  residing  iir  Wens’ey,  and  in  addition 
Mid  wives  from  Winster  and  North  l>ar'1ey  attend  cases  in  the  District 


Vouf  I)isti'ict  is  much  too  smill  and  its  i>opiilai ion  ranch  too 
scattered  to  admit  of  the  esta^dishraent  of  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

riifre  has  been  no  case  of  Puei'peral  Fever  in  the  District  during 
the  ])ast  20  years,  nor  have  any  deaths  been  certified  as  being  due  to 
disease  or  accidents  associated  with  Child  Birth  for  a  like  period. 


Housing. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  District  is  206,  there  is 
also  one  which  is  vacant  and  two  which  are  unfit  for  occupation  and 
uninhabited.  The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  is  3*4. 

No  case  of  overcrowding  has  come  under  my  notice  during  the 

year. 

No  new  houses  were  erected  in  1925.  In  1921  the  Inhabited 
Houses  were  201  in  number  and  the  average  number  of  persons  per 
house  3 ‘2. 

With  my  Report  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  table  relating  to  the  Fact¬ 
ories  and  Workshops  as  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


1  have  the  honour  to  remain  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 


J.  LYON  FLETCHER. 
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